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ABSTRACT

A study was conducted at Department of Entomology, Annamalai University,
Chidambaram, Tamil Nadu during 2000-2002. The meteorological parameters such as
maximum, minimum temperatures, relative humidity, rainfall, wind velocity, hours of
sunshine were correlated with mite population and correlation coefficients obtained
were revealed that maximum, minimum temperature and wind velocity were positively
correlated. Relative humidity, rainfall and sunshine were negatively correlated. The
increase in these parameters decreased the mite population. By using the regression
equations mean mite population /8mm2 can be predicted for a given set of meteorological
parameters. A unit increase in maximum temperature keeping other parameters constant
resulted in increase in population of 1.31/8mm2 area. In contrast, a unit increase in
rainfall resulted in decrease in mite population of 0.83/8mm2.
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